My War Memories, 1914-1918
provoke. But the lull in the fighting which became noticeable on the south bank of the Somme from the beginning of November, and on the north bank towards the end of the month, continued. For the time being the Entente had no longer the strength, nor probably the ammunition, to develop further attacks.
On the i4th, 15th and i6th of December, however, there was again very hard fighting round Verdun. France attacked so as to limit still further, before the end of the year, the German gains of 1916 before this fortress. They achieved their object. The blow they dealt us was particularly heavy. We not only suffered heavy casualties, but also lost important positions. The strain
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Fig. 14.   The Battles in Macedonia,   Autumn, 1916,
during this year had proved too great. The endurance of the troops had been weakened by long spells of defence under the powerful enemy artillery fire and their own losses. We were completely exhausted on the Western Front.
On the Italian Front fighting was renewed at the beginning of November. On the 7th the ninth Italian Isonzo offensive had to all intents and purposes been repulsed. For the time being there was a lull in the fighting there. Italy also was not strong enough to relieve the pressure on her ally Rumania. The Austro-Hungarian troops on that front were themselves so exhausted that new forces could not be spared for use against Rumania.